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Giants’ tomb of Thomes 
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Handles with raised parts (Thomes)  

Of the pottery items found in the Thomes burial site and on show at the Dorgali Archae-

ological Museum, there are four small handles with a raised, axe-like and horned part 

(figs. 1, 2, 3, 4). 

The pottery fragments are made from impure paste with several foreign items, with a 

smoothed, rough surface, grey-brown and red-brown in colour. 

 

 
Figs. 1, 2 - Fragments of a raised handle with horns from Thomes (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 3 - Graphic reproduction of the fragments of a raised handle with horns from Thomes  

(from MORAVETTI 1980, table XXX.2, 3). 
 

 
Fig. 4 - Graphic reproduction of the fragments of a raised handle with horns from Thomes  

(from MORAVETTI 1980, table XXX.4,5). 
 

The type of handle, referring to the period of use of the burial site, is a distinguishing 

element common for almost all Sardinian contexts that can be included in the pottery 
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timescale of the Sa Turricula facies (1600-1500 B.C.), typical of the Middle Bronze Age (for 

example, we can name the giants’ tombs in Li Lolghi e Coddu Vecchiu near Arzachena,  Su 

Picante in the area of Siniscola, the dolmen of Mariughia near Dorgali), associated with 

other pottery shapes such as cups, flat bottom vases and olla with a round body and dis-

tinct rim (figs. 5, 6). 

 

 
Fig. 5 - Tomb II Sa Figu-Ittiri, with elbow-shaped handle with or without axe-shaped extension from the Sa 

Turricula phase - Middle Bronze Age (from MELIS 2011, FIG. 7, P. 113). 
 

 
Fig. 6 - Carenated cup with axe-shaped handle on display at the Archaeological Museum of Vid-

dalba (from http://www.museoviddalba.it/MW/mediaArchive/Image/af2f4ba-
dace60c24a7e497937c3ea037.jpg). 
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Outside the island, the handles with the axe-like ends are thought to be among the most 

significant archaeological indicators of the demographic and cultural expansion process 

that occurred in Northern Italy at the beginning of the Middle Bronze Age.  
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