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The facies  of San Ciriaco in Li Muri 

Today we tend to culturally attribute the necropolis of Li Muri to the facies of San Ciriaco, 

which is placed chronologically between the Middle Neolithic and the Late Neolithic pe-

riods and which was identified for the first time in the prehistoric built-up area of San 

Ciriaco of Terralba.  

The most significant sites of this culture are those of Cuccuru S'Arriu-Cabras, Sant'Iroxi-

Decimoputzu, Contraguda-Perfugas and Monte d’Accoddi-Sassari (fig. 1).  

 

Fig. 1 - Monte d’Accoddi (da da http://www.sardegnadigitallibrary.it/mmt/480/288088.jpg). 

The San Ciriaco ceramics stand out because of their careful workmanship; they have no 

decorations or they have engraved, etched or graffiti patterns consisting of lines, concen-

tric circles and small dots enclosed inside triangles (fig. 3). The small stone containers, 

among which the soapstone cup found in the stone cista of circle tomb n. 1 of the necrop-

olis of Li Muri, which together with other items belonged to the funeral goods of the 

deceased, can also be attributed to this cultural facies (fig. 2).  
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Fig. 3- Carenated cup (from http://www.museocabras.it/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/museo-civico-gio-

vanni-marongiu-cabras-a-cuccuru-2-410x305.jpg). 

 
Fig. 2 - Arzachena, Necropolis of Li Muri, soapstone vase (from Antona 2013, p. 82). 

A characteristic aspect of the San Ciriaco phase is a type of female statuette which marks 

the passage from the volumetric production of the Middle Neolithic to the geometric one 

of the Ozieri culture (fig. 4).  
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Fig. 4 - Female statuette (from http://www.museocabras.it/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/dea-madre-

cuccuru-is-arrius-museo-civico-cabras.jpg). 

After the period of the San Ciriaco facies, we have the phase called San Michele, or of 

Ozieri, which takes its name from the cave where archaeologists unearthed a group of 

vases which appear for the first time within the ceramic repertoire of Sardinian Neolithic 

and which are very similar to those found in Eastern Mediterranean contexts: the cibo-

rium, the tripod vase and the wide-open bowl have the same richness and elegance of the 

decorative motifs present in insular Greece and Malta. There are also connections with 

the cultures of Western Europe, proof of the existence of a large network of trade ex-

changes throughout the Mediterranean, also because of the central role which Sardinia 

held in the obsidian trade. 
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