
 
 
                                                                              

Megalithic circles of Li Muri 

 



 
 

 
2 

The mounds 

A "mound" is a monumental funeral structure consisting of a significant support of sedi-

mentary materials, such as stones, gravel, soil, accumulated to shape an artificial circular 

or sub-circular mound, sometimes expanded by an external lithic structure called peri-

stalith. The mound generally covered a tomb structure (chamber tomb, pit grave or 

graves, lithic tomb cista, dolmens) so that it was both hidden and highlighted at the same 

time: in fact the mound had the purpose of giving monumentality and visibility to the 

tomb itself.  

In Gallura the mound, perhaps because of the greater propensity of the region to adopt 

the megalithic model, is a recurring element of funeral architecture which can be at-

tributed to the European circuit of Western megaliths.  

In the territory of Arzachena we find it once again, for example, in the circular tombs of 

Li Muri (fig. 1) and of La Macciunitta (fig. 2), in the widespread custom of sealing, with an 

accumulation of rubble, burials in Tafoni and ravines typical of granite, in megalithic 

tombs, from the allées couvertes to the graves of giants of Moru (fig. 3), Coddu Vecchju 

and Li Lolghi.  

 

Fig. 1 - Rendering of the funerary circles (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2- Cista tomb with circular mound in La Macciunitta in Arzachena 

(from Antona, Lo Schiavo, Perra fig. 2 p. 243). 

 
Fig. 3 - The giants’ tomb of Moru (from Antona, Lo Schiavo, Perra fig. 2 p. 243). 

  



 
 

 
4 

Credits 
Deepening card edited by Dr. Emanuela Atzeni 

 

Bibliography  

ANTONA A., LO SCHIAVO F., PERRA M., I tumuli nella Sardegna preistorica e protostorica, in 

NASO A. (a cura di), Tumuli e sepolture monumentali nella protostoria europea, Atti del 

Convegno Internazionale, Celano 21-24 settembre 2000, RGZM-Tagungen, Band 5, Mainz 

2011, pp. 237-258. 

 

  

◼ 

◼ 



 
 
 

UNIONE EUROPEA 

REPUBBLICA ITALIANA 


