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The stone boxes positioned at the tangent points of 
the mounds 

The lithic boxes (dimensions 0.40 x 0.50 m.) located in the space formed by the tangency 

of the circles, have been linked to the cult of the dead, whose devotion was manifested 

by depositing periodic perishable offerings, of which no trace has been preserved since 

the boxes were found completely empty (fig. 1). 

 
Fig. 1 - The site of Li Muri (from moravetti, alvito 2010, p. 21, fig. 6). 
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Other offering boxes located in different points of the necropolis, in any case always po-

sitioned outside the circles, suggest that they might have contained artefacts used during 

the burial rite (fig. 2). 

 

 
Fig. 2 - Lithic box (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

The function of these lithic boxes only in relation to the burial ritual may explain why only 

a few artefacts were found inside, such as flint blades and pebbles with traces of red ochre 

as reported by an entry in the excavation ledger written by Francesco Soldati, who defines 

these boxes as small artefacts.  

This hypothesis is also suggested by the inaccessible position of these boxes if, as was sug-

gested by Editta Castaldi, the necropolis originally was structured as a series of small hills 

tangent one to the other (fig. 3). 
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Fig. 3 – 3D reconstruction of the funerary circles (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
5 
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