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Circle No. 1 

The dolmen circle no. 1 in the small necropolis of Li Muri, attributable to the megalithic-

type of funerary architecture, consists of a circular ring of stones, once covered by a round 

mound of soil and stones, almost as if to form a small hill (fig. 1).  

The diameter of the dolmen circle measures 6.40 metres.  

Fig. 1 - Plan (from Antona, Lo Schiavo, Perra 2011, p. 242, fig. 1). 

This type of tomb, typical of the necropolis, is represented by a lithic container, more com-

monly known as cista, N-S oriented, obtained by driving four granite slabs into the 

ground and covered by a flat arched horizontal slab (figs. 2, 3). Inside it could contain 

one or at most two burials. 
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Fig. 2 - Arzachena, Necropolis of Li Muri, circle 1 (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

Fig. 3 - Arzachena, Necropolis of Li Muri, lithic cista of circle 1 (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

Only the stones of the double external walls and the cista contained therein still remain 

of the entire circle. The small sized rubble it contains is all that remains today of the orig-

inal mound (fig. 4). 
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Fig. 4 - Rendering of funerary circles (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

The carenated soapstone cup with spool-shape handle (third millennium B.C.), 

preserved today at the National Archaeological Museum of Cagliari, comes from the 

funerary circle no. 1 as part of the deceased’s funerary goods consisting of lithic 

hatchets, an apple-shaped spheroid in greenish soapstone, a slicker in hard red stone, 

siliceous knives, a bone awl and several soapstone necklace beads (fig. 5) 

.

Fig. 5 - Arzachena, Necropolis of Li Muri, soapstone vase (from Antona 2013, p. 82). 
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