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B Carenated cup with spool handles in soapstone

The soapstone cup was found in the stone cista of circle tomb no. 1 of the necropolis of
Li Muri, and together with other items belonged to the funeral goods of the
deceased (fig. 1). Its open-type shape could be attributed to the libations related to

the funerary ritual.

Fig. 1 - Arzachena, Necropolis of Li Muri, circle 1 (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).

Finely crafted, it is mentioned among the most important materials unearthed by

the excavation (fig. 2).

Fig. 2 - Arzachena, Necropolis of Li Muri, soapstone vase (from ANTONA 2013).



The carenated cup has a hemispherical shape (dimensions: height 4 cm, diameter of the
mouth 9 cm, 12 cm at the carenated part and 4 cm at the bottom), with a distinct slightly
thickened rim, and a ring base in relief. Just below the rim, there are a pair of barely

outlined handles, horizontal and cylindrical, of the "full spool-shaped" and sagged

type (fig. 3).

Fig. 3 - Detail of the small cup (from LILLIU 1999, fig. 336, p. 340).

It is believed that the artefact was imported during the third millennium B.C. from
the eastern Mediterranean and, more precisely, from the Aegean-Cretan area. Its
rigid and essential shape and the shape of the handle allow comparisons with

documented vases found in Knossos, in southern Italy, in Sicily and in Malta (fig. 4).
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Fig. 4 - Detail of the small cup (from CAPRARA, LUCIANO, MACIOCCO 1996, fig. 31.4, p. 440).



Fig. 5 - Calcite vase from Dolianova, Bingia Eccia (from LILLIU 1999, fig. 99, p. 84).

The small soapstone cup found in the necropolis of Li Muri is currently kept at the Na-

tional Archaeological Museum of Cagliari.
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