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Squat Lekythos made in Attica 

A squat lekythos from Attica with red figures (5th century B.C.) was found during the dig 

in room oo of the Nuragic village of Su Nuraxi (fig. 1). 

 

                 

Fig. 1 - Layout of the Su Nuraxi site (from Paglietti 2013, fig. 6, page 64). 

 

This container for perfumed oil (residual height 6.7cm) is made from pink clay, covered 

with black paint that has partly worn away. The body is round, with a long neck and a 

distinguished edge; the foot is a raised disk, the ribbon handle is set vertically from the 

rim to the shoulder. The front part of the body is decorated with a plant pattern, that 
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shows a palm with nine leaves (fig. 2). It is pottery from Attica, connected with frequen-

tation of the Nuragic site by Punic people (5th-4th century B.C.).  

          

Fig. 2 - Squat Lekythos with red figures, hut oo, Su Nuraxi 
(from Lilliu, Zucca 1988, fig. 35, p. 62). 

 

The closest comparison is with a similar artefact found in hut vv in the village of Su Nuraxi 

(fig. 3). 

           
Fig. 3 - Squat Lekythos with red figures, hut vv, Su Nuraxi 

(from Lilliu, Zucca 1988, fig. 34, p. 62). 

 

The artefacts are currently on show at Casa Zapata in Barumini. 
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A squat lekythos from Attica with red figures (5th century B.C.) comes from the southern 

Punic necropolis from Tharros (fig. 4). 

 
Fig. 4 - Squat Lekythos with red figures from Tharros 

(from Zucca 2007, fig. 92, p. 60).  
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Credits 
Deepening card edited by Dr. Emanuela Atzeni 
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