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B Ancient roads

Two main roads ensured internal connections between the island’s major ports during

the Roman Era: Karales (Cagliari), Turris Libisonis (Porto Torres) and Olbia.

The former is the longitudinal road that lead from Karalesto Turris Libisonis, known with

three names on the milestones: a Turre, a Turre Karalisand a Karalibus Turrem.

From this, a second road branched off to Olbia, passing by the mansiones of Hafa (Mores)

and Luguidonis castra (Nostra Signora di Castro - Oschiri).

Thanks to the directions in the /tinerarium Antoniniand the finding of several milestones,
experts have been able to hypothesise that the point from which the road named a Karali-
bus Olbiam began was close to the northern limit of the town of Bonorva. It was already
builtin the Republican era, but only gained economicimportance during the Imperial era,
especially starting with the Severan Era (end of 2nd to beginning of 3rd century A.D.), as
shown by the large number of milestones found, that show the continuous renovation

work carried out still at the end of the 4th century A.D. (figs. 1-2).



Fig. 1 - Milestone from Mura Menteda, Bornova Archaeological Museum
(Photo by M.G. Arru).



Fig. 2 - Milestone from the area of Rio Badu Pedrosu, Bonorva Archaeological Museum
(Photo by M.G. Arru).

In spite of the difficulties due to the loss of most of the milestones and the disappearance
of the roads, it is still possible to identify the itinerary, that wound for 65 miles, i.e. 96 km

according to calculations (fig. 3).
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Fig. 3 - Detail of the map of Roman roads in Sardinia. Roman numbers indicate the numbering on the

road milestones (by Mastino 2005, p. 340, fig. 37. Reprocessing by M.G. Arru).

Once past Bonorva, the road for Olbia went eastwards following a track that crossed the

modern road for Rebeccu near to the church of San Lorenzo. It continued in a north-east

direction, leaving Monte Frusciu on the right, to reach Mura Menteda; it then went east

of Monte Cujaru, over the Rio Badu Pedrosu, between Monte Calvia and Planu Chelvore,

downhill towards Code and Silvaru on a route almost straight north, and after a diversion

towards Cuttigone, it went over the Riu Mannu, and towards Hafa (Mores). The road

route for Turris Libisonis divided from the Cagliari-Olbia road north of Bonorva and con-

tinued on towards the Santu Antine nuraghe, then towards Poggio Tulde and alongside

Monte Arana, before heading for Turris (fig. 4).
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Fig. 4 - Map with location of the fork in the road for Karalibus Olbiam
(By Mastino, Ruggeri 2009, p. 557, fig. 3. Reprocessing by M.G. Arru).
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