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The territory of Bonorva in the Historic Age 

To reconstruct the ancient anthropic landscape in the Bonorva area, the items found in 

some Roman necropolises on the Santa Lucia plain are very important, that provide im-

portant clues to the presence of roads and settlements, for which archaeological traces 

have been cancelled, and bear witness to the population of a fertile area rich in water 

resources and therefore particularly favourable for human settlement, were there were 

rural settlements (perhaps villas) and thermal baths. 

In 1881, 5 capuchin tombs, a sarcophagus and a vaulted tomb were destroyed near the 

church of Santa Lucia. They were a part of a necropolis that developed South-East up to 

Sant’ Andrea Priu, the place where some prehistorical domus de janas were re-used for 

burials. 

In Su Terranzu (fig. 1), there was a necropolis made up of trench tombs dug artificially 

into the rock. 

 
Fig. 1 - The Su Terranzu site, Bonorva (from Sardegnageoportale; reprocessing by M.G. Arru). 

The tombs are small circular and square pits, while some are large and rectangular (figs. 

2.3). Inside these pits, urns containing the deceased’s ashes were placed and next to these, 

the burial items, mainly pottery (pitchers, plates, ointment jars).  
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Fig. 2 - Su Terranzu necropolis (photo by Bonorva Archaeological Museum). 

  
Fig. 3 - Su Terranzu necropolis (photo by Bonorva Archaeological Museum). 
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It was common to mark the tombs with stelae with engraved funeral symbols, placed ver-

tically over the burial site. At Su Terranzu two from the Punic-Roman Age were recovered. 

The first carries the picture of a human heavily influenced by Punic iconographic tradition  

that re-emerged in rural areas (fig. 4); the second is partly preserved and is of a similar 

image (fig. 5). 

 
Fig. 4 - Stelae from the Su Terranzu necropolis. Bonorva Archaeological Museum (photo by M.G. Arru). 

 
Fig. 5 - Stelae from the Su Terranzu necropolis. Bonorva Archaeological Museum (photo by M.G. Arru).  
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