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Metal craft activities 

The development of craft activity linked to metal work on the S’Arcu’e is Forros sacred site 

is directly documented, for example, by structures that were low-fire ovens and kilns used 

to melt copper, lead and iron minerals (fig. 1) and for the recovery of votive offers, iron-

work waste, and stone hammers for breaking up the minerals obtained mainly from 

stones from the underlying river, some of which had worked handles. 

 

Fig. 1 - Melting ovens (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

An incredible amount of bronze and iron items lead us to believe that the site, as part of 

sacred monumental architecture, was the most important metal-working centre in Nu-

ragic Sardinia, with close trade relations with Etruria and the East.   

The local or imported materials (figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8), dated to the 12th - 6th century B.C., 

such as, for example, spades, buckles, axes, cauldrons, daggers and tips, buttons, incense-

boats, crammed, whole or in fragments, can be configured as votive offers placed loose 

in three stores in the insulae to be recast, prove the existence of a huge domestic trade of 

metal items in the area of Ogliastra.  
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Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 - Bronze objects found (photo from Archivio Fotografico RAS). 
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Credits 
Deepening card edited by Dr. Emanuela Atzeni  
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