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The megaron temple A 

The megaron A temple is one of the sacred buildings, belonging to the megaron or in 

antis category, found inside the S’Arcu ’e Is Forros worship complex in the countryside 

around Villagrande Strisaili. The temple, discovered during a dig in the 1980s, was built in 

granite and schist stone blocks of various sizes in an irregular sub-rectangular shape, with 

the entrance pointing south. Inside it has four rooms with architraved entrances bordered 

by stone antae, and is 17 metres long and 5.50 - 6.50 metres wide.  

The internal plastered perimeter walls are sloping and are made more stable by the pres-

ence of a jutting out stone skirting at the base, also used as a bench and/or table. The 

original stone-slab flooring only remains in the last room (fig. 1).  

 

Fig. 1 - Interior of the megaron temple 1(photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

It is presumed that in ancient times it had a double-sloping roof supported by wooden 

beams and with additional schist  slabs (fig. 2).  

The many materials found that were used in worship date the megaron in the period be-

tween the 12th and 11th century B.C.  
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Fig. 2 - Hypothesis of the reconstruction of sloping roof of the megaron 1  
(By FADDA 2012, p. 13, fig. 14). 

The layout of the monument seems to be traceable to two separate building phases that 

after a fire (12th-11th century B.C.)  brought about a new division of the interior space 

and above all of the renovation of the façade and rear façade of an older building with 

dual in antis , i.e. with an anta on the façade and one at the rear  (fig. 3).   

 
Fig. 3 - Detail of the rear view of the megaron 1 temple (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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The water used during rituals carried out in the temple flowed outside via a rectangular 

opening on the right hand side of the second room, and flowed inside through channel-

ling bordered by orthostats covered with flat stones. 
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Credits 
Deepening card edited by Dr. Emanuela Atzeni  
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