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Location of site 

The  S'Arcu 'e Is Forros site (area  Pira ’e Onni, Villagrande Strisaili - OG) is a Nuragic place 

of worship found at the top of a hill which was once covered by juniper, and where there 

was also a Nuragic village of the same name, the Lotzoracesa nuraghe and the Inter Abbas 

nuraghe with the adjacent tomb of giants at Sa Carcara.  

The site can easily be reached from both Nuoro and from Tortolì-Lanusei driving along 

the SS 389. At about km 7, after the Bacu Alleri viaduct, turn onto a gravel road that leads 

directly to the archaeological area after a few hundred metres. 

History of the digs and studies 

Bibliographical and archive research restores an image of the archaeological heritage of 

Villagrande Strisaili1  that is not well known, although not unknown, in spite of what has 

now emerged.  The strong ties between cultural heritage, territory and landscape are 

even absent in the heading “Villagrande Strisaili2” drawn up for the Casalis dictionary, in 

which there is no mention of either the S’Arcu‘e is Forros site or of any other monument 

in the territory. 

                                                           
1 COCCO F., Dati relativi alla storia dei paesi della diocesi d'Ogliastra, 1986, pages 229-239. 
2 ANGIUS V., Città e villaggi della Sardegna dell'Ottocento, volume III, Ilisso Edizioni, Nuoro 2006, page 1768.  
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Fig. 1 - Catasto de Candia, Villa Grande Strisaili tavoletta 17, 1849 
(from http://www.archiviostatocagliari.it/archivio2/visualiz_sel_skede.php?LIV=L1-2|L2-1|L3-278|L4-

3752|L5-0&COD=5829&q3=Arcu%20Forros). 

“In this place, no longer in harmony with its name, a large number of Sardinian bronze 

idols were found 3”. This is what Alberto della Marmora, geologist and and expert of an-

cient Sardinian history, wrote in his nineteenth century Itinerario, about the metal work 

activity aimed at producing votive items, in the first news of the site. 

                                                           
3 DELLA MARMORA A., Itinerario dell’isola di Sardegna, Nuoro 1997, volume II, pages 49-50.  
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Fig. 2 - Foglio 207 Nuoro, Quadrante II SE, Edizione Archeologica della Carta d’Italia al 100.000  
(from TARAMELLI A., Edizione archeologica della Carta d’Italia al 100.000, Tavole, Firenze 1931). 

The then general director of the museums and digs, Giuseppe Fiorelli4, made the casual 

finding of this area of Nuragic bronze items of great interest in the countryside known in 

1880. It was necessary, however, to wait for the topographic findings by Antonio Tara-

melli, made in the early decades of the twentieth century, for the drafting of the Sardinian 

Archaeological Maps, to have the first brief mentions of the ruins of the Arcu’e Sforru 

nuraghe and the surrounding village of huts, described as “a large grouping of stones 

                                                           
4 FIORELLI G., 1880, Villagrande Strisaili, in Sardinia. Notizie dagli scavi 1876-1902, Carlo Delfino Editore, Sassari 
1988, pages 86-87. 
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outlines the ruin of a great nuraghe; but several  piles of stones all around prove the ex-

istence of an ancient group of Nuragic dwelling places around the nuraghe. It is a short 

distance from the Lotzoracesus nuraghe5.” 

Over time, the site, well known to grave robbers, but unknown to scientific literature, was 

involved in illegal plundering several times.  Therefore, in order to stop the sacking of the 

extending archaeological area, the Archaeological Superintendence for the provinces of 

Sassari and Nuoro, under the Scientific management of Dr Maria Ausilia Fadda, began a 

series of digs in the 1980s, that provided an important scientific contribution, given the 

particular nature of similar sanctuaries in the Sardinian archaeological panorama. The 

choice of Nuragic people to found a cultural settlement in this strategic point is therefore 

no surprise, as it is particularly suited to the population due to the presence of pastures 

and plenty of water, in a mountain territory full of contrasts, bordering on Ogliastra and 

Barbagia, close to the Passo di Correboi. Digs have been carried out under supervision for 

about thirty years, contributing to the knowledge of strictly topographic and planimetric 

aspects, and the discovery of items of considerable scientific value, that portray a glimpse 

of daily life, production activities and religious life in the Nuragic community that settled 

in the area, shown on ancient Sardinian maps with old name of Interrabbas, a crossroads 

for transhumance from the coast to the inland mountains. 

 

                                                           
5 TARAMELLI A., Edizione archeologica della Carta d’Italia al 100.000, Foglio 207 Nuoro quadrante II SE, Firenze 1931, 
page 170. 
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Fig. 3 - Overview of the site (from http://www.beniculturali.it/mibac/export/MiBAC/sito-MiBAC/Menu 
Utility/Immagine/index.html_647931255.html). 

The digs on the first megaron temple, during the 1980s and 90s, some of which were 

aimed at contrasting the plundering by unknown illegal diggers, emphasised the im-

portance of the site and also the type, size and consistency of the temple, and the differ-

ent phases of use and presumable relations with the adjacent built-up area, have proven 

that it was built on a previous settlement site, based on the context of materials used.  In 

the years 2007-2011, other digs carried out brought to light another two temples, of 

which megaron 2, had a particular altar built inside the rear apse room, with square vol-

canic rocks and the façade decorated with two ram protomes in relief work, with a ritual 

fireplace made from basalt rocks imitating the top of a Nuragic tower.  
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To date, the only studies carried out on the Nuragic sanctuary, useful for providing a pic-

ture of stratigraphic sequences and different building phases, were mostly published be-

tween 1985 and 2014 by Maria Ausilia Fadda and her team6.  

                                                           
6 CAMPUS F., Villagrande Strisaili. Il complesso cultuale di S’Arcu’e Is Forros, in Campus F., Leonelli V. (a cura di), 
Simbolo di un simbolo. I modelli di un nuraghe. Catalogo mostra, Ara Edizioni 2012, pp. 234-239; CONGIU G. 
2012, Un nuovo tempio “a megaron” a S’Arcu ’e Is Forros, in Atti della XLIV Riunione Scientifica dell’I.I.P.P. La 
preistoria e la protostoria della Sardegna, Cagliari-Barumini-Sassari 2009, volume IV Poster, Firenze 2012, pp. 
1471-1476; FADDA M.A., Villagrande (Nuoro): tempio a "Megaron" di S'Arcu e Is Forros, in Nuovo Bullettino Ar-
cheologico Sardo, 2, pp. 278-281, 1985; FADDA M.A., Tempio a megaron: Villagrande, Nuoro, S’Arcu’e Is Forros, in 
Bollettino di Archeologia, 10, 1991, pp. 108-111; FADDA M.A., Il tempio a megaron di S’Arcu e is Forros (Villagrande 
Strisaili), in «Bollettino di Archeologia», 13-14-15 (gennaio-giugno 1992), Istituto Poligrafico e Zecca dello Stato, 
Roma 1992; FADDA M.A., Raccolta e tesaurizzazione delle offerte negli edifici cultuali della Sardegna Nuragica, in Atti 
Fifty Conference of Italian Archaeology, Oxford 1993; FADDA M.A., Antichi sardi purificati, in «Archeologia 
Viva», 57, Giunti editore, Firenze 1995; FADDA M.A., L’abitato nuragico intorno al tempio a megaron di S’Arcu e is 
forros (Villagrande Strisaili), in «Bollettino di Archeologia», 43-45, Istituto Poligrafico e Zecca dello Stato, Roma 
1997, pp. 172-173; FADDA M.A., Nuovi templi a megaron della Sardegna Nuragica, in Atti XII International Congress 
of Prehistoric and Protohistoric Sciences, vol. IV, Forlì 1998, pp. 259-266; FADDA M.A., Un esempio di architettura 
religiosa in Ogliastra. Il tempio a megaron di S'Arcu e is Forros, in Ogliastra. Identità storica di una Provincia. Atti del 
Convegno di Studi (Jerzu-Lanusei-Arzana-Tortolì, 23-25 gennaio 1997), Comunità Montana n. 11-Ogliastra, 2000, 
pp. 79-90; FADDA M.A., Nuove acquisizioni del megalitismo nel territorio della provincia di Nuoro, in Aspetti del mega-
litismo preistorico, 2001, pp. 48-58; FADDA M.A., Un esempio di architettura religiosa in Ogliastra. Il tempio a megaron 
di Arcu is Forros, in AA.VV., L’identità storica di una provincia, Edizione Comunità Montana n. 11 Ogliastra, 2001; 
FADDA M.A., Nuove acquisizioni dell’architettura cultuale della Sardegna Nuragica, in AA.VV., Etruria e Sardegna 
Centro-settentrionale tra l’età del Bronzo Finale e l’Arcaismo, Atti del XXI Convegno di Studi Etruschi ed Italici 
(Sassari 1998), Istituti Editoriali e Poligrafici Internazionali, Pisa-Roma 2002, pp. 311- 332; FADDA M.A., Villa-
grande Strisaili Nuoro. The discovery of tin near the megaron temple of S’Arcu e is Forros, in AA.VV., Le problème de 
l’etain a l’origine de la metallurgie - The problem of Early Tin, Atti del XIV Congresso UISPP (Università di Liegi, 
Belgio 2001), «BAR», International Series 1199 (2003), Oxford 2003; 
FADDA M.A., Un nuovo tempio a megaron a S’Arcu e is forros. Nuovi argomenti per l’inquadramento cronologico, in 
Atti della XLIV Riunione Scientifica dell’I.I.P.P. La preistoria e la protostoria della Sardegna, Cagliari-Barumini-
Sassari 2009, volume II Comunicazioni, Firenze 2012, pp. 759-764; FADDA M.A., Antichi sardi purificati. Atto se-
condo, in «Archeologia Viva», Giunti editore, Firenze gennaio 2011; FADDA M.A., Il santuario nuragico di S’Arcu 
e is forros e l’insula degli artigiani fusori. Campagna di scavo 2008-2010, in Notiziario, Erentias,  Rivista della Soprin-
tendenza per i Beni Archeologici per le province di Sassari e Nuoro, I , Carlo Delfino editore, Sassari 2011, p. 415; 
FADDA M.A., Villagrande Strisaili, villaggio santuario S'Arcu 'e Is Forros, in L'Ogliastra, archeologia, Cagliari 2011, 
pp. 37-45; FADDA M.A., Il villaggio santuario di S'Arcu 'e Is Forros, Sardegna archeologica. Guide e itinerari, 48, 
Carlo Delfino Editore, Sassari 2012; FADDA M.A., S’Arcu’e Is Forros: Nuragici, Filistei e Fenici fra i monti della Sar-
degna, in «Archeologia Viva» n. 155, a. XXXI, Giunti editore, Firenze 2012, pp. 46-57; FADDA M.A., Villagrande 
Strisaili. Il santuario nuragico di S'Arcu 'e Is Forros e le insulae degli artigiani fusori, in Nel segno dell’acqua. Santuari e 
bronzi votivi della Sardegna nuragica, Carlo Delfino Editore, Sassari 2014, pp. 199-227; FADDA M. A., Villagrande 
Strisaili, il santuario nuragico di S’Arcu’e is Forros, in MINOJA M., SALIS G., USAI L. (a cura di), L'isola delle torri: 
Giovanni Lilliu e la Sardegna nuragica. Catalogo della mostra, Sassari 2015, pp. 369-377, 507-517; NIEDDU C., Com-
plesso archeologico di S'Arcu 'e is Forros, in NIEDDU C. (a cura di) Siti archeologici d'Ogliastra, Tortolì 2006, pp. 64-
65; SANNA N., I templi nuragici in antis. Considerazioni tra architettura e cronologia, in ATTI 2009-2012, Firenze, pp. 
1503-1507. 

http://opac.regione.sardegna.it/SebinaOpac/Opac?action=search&sq=n&idOpac=CAG0199924&startat=0
http://opac.regione.sardegna.it/SebinaOpac/Opac?action=search&sq=n&idOpac=CAG0199924&startat=0
http://opac.regione.sardegna.it/SebinaOpac/Opac?action=search&sq=n&idOpacCollana=CAG0242079&startat=0
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Fig. 4 - Overview of the site (from http://ireisrl.todosmart.net/images/s'arcuesforrosA.jpg). 

 
  



 
 

 
9 

Credits 
Deepening card edited by Dr. Emanuela Atzeni  
 

 
 

◼ 



 
 
 

UNIONE EUROPEA 

REPUBBLICA ITALIANA 


