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Anforotto (small amphora) (V-VI A.D.) 

 
The Arbatax sea has returned and keeps on returning evidence of the past. Including the 

amphorae1 representing one of the most frequent finds. 

The 47 cm high anforotto, with a high, cylindrical neck and short handles connecting the 

top of the shoulder with the lower part of the neck comes from the Arbatax sea. Other 

similar anforotti, probably from the same wreck, but recovered at different times, are kept 

in the Museum of Villasimius. The example can be compared with some similar containers 

produced in Siciliy. 

 
 

 
Fig. 1 - Anforotto, from the sea at Arbatax (from SALVI ET ALII 2005, p. 89). 

 

                                                           
1 The term “amphora” indicates a tapered or globular terracotta container with two handles, used in ancient times 
to transport liquids (wine, oil) or solid foods (wheat or other cereals). 
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Fig. 2 - Anforotto, Archaeological Museum of Villasimius (photo foto E. Atzeni). 
 
 

A large quantity of pottery comes from an Islamic wreck from the X century A.D. found in 

the water off Cannes, at a depth of 58 m; this includes jarritas (fig. 3) which, for the high 

neck, recall the anforotto in question. 

 
 
 

 

Fig. 3 - Jarrita from the wreck of Bateguiér (from SANNA, SORO 2013, Tav. II, 4). 
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