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Anphora Spatheion (Keay XXVI) 
(date uncertain) 
 
The Arbatax sea has returned and keeps on returning evidence of the past. Including the 

amphorae1 representing one of the most frequent finds. 

Found by the Lieutenancy of Arbatax in 1992, 108 cm high, diameter 16.8; circumference 

53 cm. It has an elongated, slim, cylindrical body, pronounced neck with the handles flank-

ing it, thickened, rounded rim (fig. 1). Dates are not certain, but this type was widespread 

from the IV to the VII century A.D. in the Mediterranean and eastern, central and northern 

Europe. It was used to transport oil, olives, fish preserves, wine. 

 

 

Fig. 1 - Spatheion from the Arbatax sea (from SALVI ET ALII 2005, p. 86). 

 

                                                           
1 The term “amphora” indicates a tapered or globular terracotta container with two handles, used in ancient times 
to transport liquids (wine, oil) or solid foods (wheat or other cereals). 
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Fig. 2 - Spatheion, Museo Nacional de Arqueología Maritima, Cartagena (da 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/amphora_ahrb_2005/zoom.cfm?id=289&img=PEC31

1&CFID=53918&CFTOKEN=1E0239C2-B493-4C48-AB6AC779E10D52E4). 
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Fig. 3 - Esempio di spatheion (da CARAVALE, TOFFOLETTI 1998, p. 147). 

 

 

Fig. 4 - Esempio di spatheion (da CARAVALE, TOFFOLETTI 1998, p. 147). 
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