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Amphora Almagro 51 (Keay XXIII / Lusitana IV) 
(end of III-IV century A.D.) 
 
The Arbatax sea has returned and keeps on returning evidence of the past. Including the 

amphorae1 representing one of the most frequent finds. 

 

Found by the Lieutenancy of Arbatax in 1992, this amphora has a cordiform body (fig. 1), 

is 49 cm high and 84 cm in diameter. It has a narrow neck, wide flared mouth, handles 

joining the maximum narrow point on the neck with the median part of the shoulder. A 

short full tip closes the lower part. 

This type of container, produced in Lusitania2, is certified as from the III century B.C. until 

the middle of the V, especially in the western Mediterranean. It was used to trade fish 

preserves (figs. 2-4). 

 

                                                           
1 The term “amphora” indicates a tapered or globular terracotta container with two handles, used in ancient times 
to transport liquids (wine, oil) or solid foods (wheat or other cereals). 
2 Ancient Lusitania, in the Iberian peninsula, corresponds to today's central and southern Portugal plus a part of 
the inland Spanish plateau (today's Extremadura). 
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Fig. 1 - Amphora with condiform body, from Arbatax (from SALVI ET ALII 2005, p. 82). 

 

 

 

Fig. 2 - Amphora Almagro 51 c (from CARAVALE, TOFFOLETTI 1998, p. 138). 

 

 



 
 

 
4 

 

Fig. 3 - Amphora Almagro 51 c (from CARAVALE, TOFFOLETTI 1998, p. 138). 

 

 

 

Fig. 4 - Amphora Almagro 51 c (da CARAVALE, TOFFOLETTI 1998, p. 138). 
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Credits 
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