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The fire 

The monastery of San Nicola di Trullas was abandoned due to a serious fire which oc-

curred halfway through the 14th century. The risk of fires was rather frequent for middle 

age monasteries, as the only way to light the rooms was the use of candles and most of 

the furnishings were made from wood and fabrics, easily inflammable. The fire did not 

just consume the monastery from the inside, but also irreparably damaged the walls, mak-

ing the roof collapse. Archaeologists have identified traces of combustion on many ob-

jects and antique architectural elements, recovered during digs, and which survived to 

date almost as an “instant photograph” of the dramatic episode (figs. 1-4). 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Fragments of carbonised wood (photo of the Municipality of Semestene). 
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Fig. 2 - Fragments of carbonised wood (photo of the Municipality of Semestene). 

 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Piles of burnt cereals (photo of the Municipality of Semestene). 
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Fig. 4 - Piles of burnt cereals (photo of the Municipality of Semestene).  
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