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The cloisters 

The cloisters were the heart of monastic community life. It was a large space with a portico 

that looked onto the inner courtyard and could act as a point for light and a connecting 

elements for the various rooms of the monastery. It was often the site of most of the 

monks’ daily activities, as it was forbidden for the holy men to remain in the dormitory or 

other service areas out of hours.  

The cloisters was intended as the place to meditate, pray and read. It was rectangular or 

square and had a well in the centre, that in addition to its primary function, also signified 

it was a fons vitae (water as the symbol of purification and renewal of spirit) 

The Camaldolese monks of San Nicola could access the storeroom, refectory or their cells 

from the cloisters (figs. 1-4). 

 

 
Fig. 1 - The remains of the monastery cloisters seen from above (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - Reconstruction hypothesis of the monastery cloisters (visual by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Reconstruction hypothesis of the monastery cloisters (visual by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 4 - Reconstruction hypothesis of the monastery cloisters (visual by Unicity S.p.A.).  
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