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The frescoes on the western vault 

The painting cycle of the church of San Nicola di Trullas currently extends in the apsidal 

part, along the vault and arch, on the surface of the two cross vaults and finally on the 

arches against the side walls, the apse wall and the counterfacade. In the western vault, 

there is an “court of angels” (fig. 1) in a circular arrangement around a central clipeus 

which contains a picture that can no longer be interpreted (fig. 2) This portrayal can the-

oretically be interpreted as a painting of the angels guarding the gates of heavenly Jeru-

salem, described in the Apocalypse. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Frescoes on the west vault: Angels’ court (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 2 - Frescoes on the west vault: the central clipeo (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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The twelve angels with haloes are wearing a tunic and a loros, the richly-decorated Byz-

antine ceremonial clothes reserved for emperors. The angels have a rod and a sphere with 

a cross in their hand. Around the court of angels there are four cherubs (figs. 3-4) ar-

ranged along the edges of the awning: their feet are over flames; below one of them is 

an unusual and fragmentary inscription in Greek letters. 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Frescoes on the west vault: detail with a cherub (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 4 - Frescoes on the west vault: detail with a cherub (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).  
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