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The apse frescoes 

The painting cycle of the church of San Nicola di Trullas currently extends in the apsidal 

part, along the vault and arch, on the surface of the two cross vaults and finally on the 

arches against the side walls, the apse wall and the counterfacade. 

The apse vault still contains traces of a composition of five people, two pairs of characters 

at each side of the central figure sitting on a throne. They are a Christ in Majesty between 

the Saints Peter and Paul, (recognizable thanks to the inscriptions they hold in their hands 

and iconographic comparisons), together with another two saints that are not recognisa-

ble. The five figures stand out against a blue sky, while their feet rest on a strip of green. 

The decoration has been heavily damaged, especially at the top, and the faces of the five 

people are no longer recognisable (figs. 1-4). 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Frescoes in the apsidal vault: Christ in majesty (photo by Unicity S.p.A.) 
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Fig. 2 - Frescoes in the apsidal vault: Christ in majesty (photo by Unicity S.p.A.) 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Frescoes in the apsidal vault: Christ in majesty (photo by Unicity S.p.A.) 
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Fig. 4 - Reconstruction of the frescoes in the apsidal vault: Christ in majesty (visual by Unicity S.p.A.) 
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