
 
 
                                                                              

Church and monastery of San Nicola di Trullas  
 



 
 

 
2 

The church interior 

The interior of the church of San Nicola is rather simple: a single nave, split into two cross 

vaults, separated by a large arch (fig. 1). A solution that shows several analogies with the 

architecture from the side vaults in the Palatine chapel of Santa Maria del Regno in Ardara 

(SS). A semi-circular apse is on the eastern side (fig. 2) distinguished by the presence of 

two single-light windows that, together with the other four on the side walls, provide 

lighting in the church.  

 

 
Fig. 1 - Interior of the church of San Nicola di Trullas (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - The apse of the church of San Nicola di Trullas (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

The apse, the area with the two cross vaults, the side walls and the counterfacade still 

have traces of the fresco decoration that emerged during restoration work in 1997, after 

the plaster hiding it was removed (fig. 3). 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Interior of the church of San Nicola di Trullas before renovations in 1997 (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

(photo from the Municipality of Semestene). 
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Originally, it is likely that the painted decorations covered the entire internal wall area of 

the church, as usually happened in medieval buildings (figs. 4-5). 

 
Fig. 4 - Virtual reconstruction hypothesis of the interior of the church of San Nicola di Trullas 

(visual by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 
Fig. 5 - Virtual reconstruction hypothesis of the interior of the church of San Nicola di Trullas 

(visual by Unicity S.p.A.).  
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