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Curatoria of Balaiana 

The Giudicato of Gallura was divided into different administrative districts called Curato-

rie: one of these was Balaiana, which included the Villa de Sent Steva and the Palace of 

Baldu. The toponym is still present near Luogosanto. It bordered to the north with the 

district of Taras, to the West with the Curatoria of Montanna, to the south with Canahim 

and to the east with Unali (fig. 1) 
 

 
Fig. 1 - Map of the curatorie of the Giudicato of Gallura: the district of Balaiana is indicated in red 

 (from Pinna 2008, p. 91, fig. 67). 

 

The Compartiment de Sardenya, a tax census in 1358, mentions six villas inside this area: 

Uranno, Nuragi, Vinya Maior, Villa de Sent Steva, Bacor, Telargìo. Of the six names, only 
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that of Santo Stefano remains, in the area where the church dedicated to the same saint 

stands (fig. 2) and around which structure from the ancient settlement can be seen. 

 
Fig. 2 - Facade of the church of Santo Stefano (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

The name of this territorial district is reported by sources in a variety of ways including 

Balayna and Balayana. Various studies reconstruct the names Balaniana or Balariana, the 

latter often correlated with the ancient population of the Balari. The name still appears 

in the Condaghe of Santa Maria of Bonarcado, referring to the "castellu de Balaianu" built 

before 1146 (fig. 3). 
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Fig. 3 - Luogosanto, Castle of Balaiana: view from the North 

(photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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