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B The Giudicato of Gallura

During the Middle Ages the territory of Luogosanto was part of the Giudicato of Gallura
and is mentioned for the first time in a letter sent to the Giudici of Torres, Arborea, Ca-
gliari and Gallura (Fig. 1), by Gregory VIl on 14th October 1073.
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Fig. 1 - Map of the Sardinian Giudicati (from https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/com-
mons/thumb/c/c5/Giudicati_sardi_1.svg/2000px-Giudicati_sardi_1.svg.png)

The Giudicati were fully-fledged self-organised small states, divided into smaller districts
called Curatorie. These constituencies in the Giudicato of Gallura were: Taras, Viniola

Montanna, Balayana, Unali, Monte Carello, Geminis, Canhaim, Fundi de Monte, Posada
and Galtelli (fig. 2).
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Fig. 2 - Giudicato of Gallura, 1935 map (from https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giudicato_di_Gallura#/me-
dia/File:Giudicato_di_Gallura.jpg).

The area of this kingdom extended beyond the current borders of the region, from north
to south from Valledoria to Codula di Luna, bordering on the West with the giudicato of
Torres, from which it was separated by the river Coghinas and by the rock Limbara, to the
east by the Tyrrhenian Sea and to the south with the giudicato of Cagliari, from which it
was separated by Supramonte di Oliena and Dorgali. The giudicato of Gallura (fig. 3) is
the one for which we have the least amount of evidence: probably it was less extended
and less inhabited than the other Sardinian kingdoms. Its populations was spread in a

tight network of centres in the mountains, many of which were abandoned over time due



to the socio-economic changes and traumatic events, such as the plague, wars and ran-
sacking. The end of the giudicato’s autonomy coincided with the years 1288-1298, the
culmination of a process of relations with Pisa - initially favoured by the Holy See - that
lasted for more than a century, and that meant direct government by the Tuscan town.
marriages sealed close relations between Sardinia and the town: the first of which was
between Elena di Gallura and Lamberto Visconti (1206-1207), starting up a series of Pisa

giudici in Gallura.
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Fig. 3 - Coat of arms of the Giudicato of Gallura found in Pisa (from https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giudi-
cato_di_Gallura#/media/File:Stemma_giudicato_gallura_-_2013.jpg).

With the death of Nino Visconti (fig. 4), which occurred in 1296, the history of the Giudi-
cato of Gallura ended. James II, King of Aragona, was appointed King of Sardinia and
Corsica by Pope Boniface Vlllin 1297 At alternate moments, Pisa and the Crown of Aragon
tried to maintain or impose their dominance over the island, up until the late fourteenth

century, when the Aragonese Kingdom concluded its conquest of Sardinia.
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Fig. 4 - Image from the Divine Comedy which displays the passage in the Purgatory (Canto VIII) where
Dante and Virgil meet Nino di Gallura (from http://www.fileli.unipi.it/dante-pisa/luoghi-dan-
teschi/dante-e-nino-visconti/).
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