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B Church of Santo Stefano

The church of Santo Stefano is in the region of Balaiana, a few dozen metres from Palazzo
di Baldu, outside the courtyard, according to an arrangement often used in medieval cen-

tres (fig. 1); it is similar to country Gallura churches from the 17th and 18th centuries; in

fact it has a single room, with no apse apse bowl and with a sloping roof.

Chiesa di Santo Stefano

Fornace

Fig. 1 - Luogosanto, area of Santu Stevanu: site plan of Lu Palatzu di Baldu
(Graphic reconstruction by C. Cocco).

The structure is made of granite - the best local stone - with an arch which divides the

nave internally; the masonry altar leans against the back wall and above, there is a niche

in which the marble cult statue is placed (fig. 2)



Fig. 2 - Luogosanto, Church of Santo Stefano: interior (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).

Underneath there is a walled marble inscription which reads S. STEFANvS PHROTVS
MARTIR (fig. 3)

Fig. 3 - Luogosanto, Church Santo Stefano: marble epigraph (photo by F. Collu).



Near the side entrance there is a monochrome enamelled pottery holy water bowl (fig.
4) but it may have been a replacement for another one found in the layers of abandoned
items in the nearby brick kiln: the pieces of the Ligurian bowl from the end of the 19th

century are similar to the one used at San Simplicio di Lu Macchietu.

Fig. 4 - Luogosanto, Church Santo Stefano: monochrome enamel pottery holy water bowl
(photo by F. Collu).

The simple architecture shows post-Medieval taste (fig. 5) but it is possible that it was built
over an earlier medieval church: this hypothesis is supported by the usual orientation to
the east and by the presence of other walls near the nave. Moreover, the dedication to
Santo Stefano binds it to the Villa de Sent Stevain the curatoria of Balanyana mentioned
in a document of 1358: the inhabited area must have been close to the palace and not far

from the place of worship.



Fig. 5 - Facade of the church of Santo Stefano (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).

The church is still used to celebrate the festival dedicated to the saint, which is held on the

second Sunday of May.



B Credits

Deepening card edited by Dr. Claudia Cocco and Dr. Francesca Collu

B Bibliographic abbreviations

Archeologia del ter-

ritorio

BOFARULL Y MASCARO
1856

DAy 1973

Le chiese nel verde

Luogosanto

MURINEDDU 1962

FREsI 1995

PINNA s.d.

PinnAa 2002-2003

R. CAPRARA, A. LUCIANO, G. MAcIocco (a cura di), Archeologia de/
territorio. Territorio dell’archeologia. Un sistema informativo
territoriale orientato sull'archeologia della regione ambien-

tale Gallura, Sassari 1996.

P. BOFARULL Y MASCARO, Repartimientos de los Reinos de
Mallorca, Valencia y Cerdena, in Coleccion de documentos
inéditos del Archivo de la Corona de Aragdn, Xl, Barcelona
1975.

J. DAY, Villaggi abbandonati in Sardegna dal Trecento al Set-

tecento: inventario, Paris 1973.

M. BRIGAGLIA (a cura di), Le chiese nel verde: architetture reli-

gilose rurali nella provincia di Sassari, Sassari 1995.

AA.VV., Luogosanto. Storia e vita, Sassari 1969.

A. MURINEDDU, Gallura, Cagliari 1962.

F. FRESI, La Gallura, in Le chiese nel verde, pp. 125-143.

F. PINNA, Luogosanto, Palazzo di Baldu e chiesa di Santo Ste-

fano, in L’Alta Gallura, territorio, cultura e tradizioni, pp. 9-13.

F. PINNA, Un villaggio medioevale nel cuore della Gallura, in Al-
manacco Gallurese, 10, 2002-2003, pp. 77-84.


http://opac.regione.sardegna.it/SebinaOpac/Opac?action=search&sq=n&idOpacCollana=CAG0706706&startat=0
http://opac.regione.sardegna.it/SebinaOpac/Opac?action=search&sq=n&idOpacCollana=CAG0706706&startat=0

PINNA 2011 F. PINNA, Una testimonianza del culto di San Simplicio nel terri-
torio di Luogosanto (Olbia-Tempio), in Theologica & Historica,
XX, 2011, pp. 329-346.

PIRISINU 1995 S. PIRISINU, Repertorio, in Le chiese nel verde, pp. 157-189.

SELIS 1969 T. Seuis, / castelli medioevali tra storia e leggenda, in Luogo-

santo, pp. 23-28.

Bl Periodicals and magazines

Almanacco Gallu- Almanacco gallurese, Tempio Pausania, |, 1992 e ss.

rese

Theologica & Histo- Theologica & Historica. Annali della Pontificia Facolta Teolo-

rica gica della Sardegna, Casale Monferrato, I, 1992 e ss.



REGIONE AUTONOMA DE SARDIGNA
REGIONE AUTONOMA DELLA SARDEGNA

La Sardegna con l'Europa

B Progetto cofinanziato dall'Unione Europea

* H*

geal Programma Operativo FESR 2007-2013

unioneeuropeEA  FESR - Fondo Europeo di Sviluppo Regionale - Asse |, Linea di Attivita 1.2.3.a



