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Church of Santo Stefano 

The church of Santo Stefano is in the region of Balaiana, a few dozen metres from Palazzo 

di Baldu, outside the courtyard, according to an arrangement often used in medieval cen-

tres (fig. 1); it is similar to country Gallura churches from the 17th and 18th centuries; in 

fact it has a single room, with no apse apse bowl and with a sloping roof. 

 
Fig. 1 - Luogosanto, area of Santu Stevanu: site plan of Lu Palatzu di Baldu  

(Graphic reconstruction by C. Cocco). 
 

 

The structure is made of granite - the best local stone - with an arch which divides the 

nave internally; the masonry altar leans against the back wall and above, there is a niche 

in which the marble cult statue is placed (fig. 2)  
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Fig. 2 - Luogosanto, Church of Santo Stefano: interior (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

Underneath there is a walled marble inscription which reads S. STEFANvS PHROTVS 

MARTIR (fig. 3) 

 
Fig. 3 - Luogosanto, Church Santo Stefano: marble epigraph (photo by F. Collu). 
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Near the side entrance  there is a monochrome enamelled pottery holy water bowl  (fig. 

4) but it may have been a replacement for another one found in the layers of abandoned 

items in the nearby brick kiln: the pieces of the Ligurian bowl from the end of the 19th 

century are similar to the one used at San Simplicio di Lu Macchietu. 

 
Fig. 4 - Luogosanto, Church Santo Stefano: monochrome enamel pottery holy water bowl  

(photo by F. Collu). 
 

The simple architecture shows post-Medieval taste (fig. 5) but it is possible that it was built 

over an earlier medieval church: this hypothesis is supported by the usual orientation to 

the east and by the presence of other walls near the nave. Moreover, the dedication to 

Santo Stefano binds it to the Villa de Sent Steva in the curatoria of Balanyana mentioned 

in a document of 1358: the inhabited area must have been close to the palace and not far 

from the place of worship. 
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Fig. 5 - Façade of the church of Santo Stefano (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

The church is still used to celebrate the festival dedicated to the saint, which is held on the 

second Sunday of May. 
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Credits 
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