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The furnace 

A kiln for firing clay artefacts was found to the west of the complex called Lu Palatzu of 

Baldu, not far from the church of Santo Stefano (fig. 1). 

 
Fig. 1 - Luogosanto, area of Santu Stevanu: the furnace during the excavations  

(from Pinna 2008,  p. 120). 

The residual structures, dug out in layers, are the cooking chamber for the material:  It is 

circular with an external diameter of about three metres, made from local stones (granite 

and trachyte) held together by a clay mix except for some parts, that foresaw the use of 

bricks; the northern wall stands on a rocky base. Thanks to archaeological excavations, 

parts of the clay cooktop were brought to light. The ventilation of the oven was guaran-

teed by exposing the original opening to the dominant winds. 
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The kiln was used to produce clay-bricks used for the roofs of the Baldu complex and per-

haps for ceramic ones also: various types of waste have been identified in the strata accu-

mulated near the workshop, particularly relating to roof tiles and tiles deformed during 

firing (fig. 2). 

 
Fig. 2 - Palace of Baldu, warped bricks, fused together during firing  

(from Pinna, Corda a  c.d.s., p. 152 fig. 10). 

The processing plant proves crucial for understanding the productive activities in the area: 

in this case production appears to be related to the construction and maintenance work 

of the complex, and maybe of the villa. 

A similar situation can be found in the Gallura castle of Longonsardo, where a kiln has 

been found close to a fortified structure, probably used for building work (fig 3). 
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Fig. 3 - Reconstruction of the layout out of the Castle of Longosardo (Melis 2009-2010, p. 234). 
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