
 
 

Palace of Baldu 



 
 

 
2 

Building techniques for the Palace 

Lu Palatzu di Baldu is a square tower in the south-east corner of the pentagonal complex 

that it is developed around. It was the residency, at least seasonal, of the judge, the bishop 

of Civita, or the curator of Balaiana, in spite of the fact its construction modules lead one 

to believe it was a fortified complex, that can be compared with others on the island and 

in other regions.  

The tower shows different building techniques: a clear distinction can be seen between 

the lower and top parts of the structure (fig. 1). 

 
Fig. 1 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: corner between the North and West façades (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

The ground floor, that incorporates a large granite rock, has small openings directed to-

wards the courtyard, perhaps to guarantee aeration of the room which is thought to have 
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been a storeroom. The first floor received air and light from embrasures while the second 

floor had single-arch windows (fig.2).  

 
Fig. 2 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu, seen from the South-East (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

Access was only in the north façade via an external stone staircase, that reached the sec-

ond floor and opened onto an pointed arch door made with two monolithic shaped ash-

lars (fig. 3).  
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Fig. 3 - Luogosanto, Palazzo di Baldu: north façade and external staircase (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

The façade on the second floor is made with even, long granite ashlars; the base is char-

acterised by rough, irregularly placed stonework: both have holes in them created for the 

housing of beams that were the scaffolding for the construction of the structure.  
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The eastern façade, damaged in the left portion, is different in the use of irregular stones 

in the lower part and the use of elegant rows of ashlars on the upper part. There is also 

an arched opening in this façade, which has partly collapsed. 

The south side is totally missing while the west side is damaged on the right hand side: in 

the base there is a mixture of techniques due to the presence of the staircase (fig.1); the 

upper floor has a drip-pan and two overlapping niches next to the single-arch window 

(fig. 4).  

 

Fig. 4 - Luogosanto, Palazzo di Baldu: internal view west of  Palazzo di Baldu  
(graphic production by A. M. Azara). 

A scarp wall defended the tower that covered the lowest part (fig. 5): the jutting out part 

reached about 1.20 metres and the wall was sloping so that it could not be climbed.  
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Fig. 5 - Luogosanto, Palazzo di Baldu: scarp base to bottom of tower wall  (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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