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B The territory of Luogosanto during Prehistoric
Times

The territory of Luogosanto has been characterised by the presence of man from prehis-
toric times, documented from at least the recent Neolithic (fourth millennium BC) to the
Chalcolithic (end of IV-IIl millennium BC) through funerary and ritual structures such as
the megalithic circles of Li Casalini, Monchessa, Vigna of Petra and San Salvatore Balaiana.
These complexes had two concentric rows of vertical slabs fixed into the ground, border-
ing a central space of between 4 and 8 metres: a stone tomb may have been placed there
if it was a burial site, as for example in S. Salvatore di Balaiana; or this area was left empty
to allow the ritual of the flesh being stripped from the skeleton before the separated
bones were placed in the tomb (secondary inhumation). The al/lée couvertes of Taerra-

Monti and probably others also refer to this period.

Four nuraghe are from the Nuragic period, however (1700-900 B.C.): Monte Pizzari, Chi-
aramaria, Monte Ruju (fig. 1) and one without a name in the area of Stazzi Naracheddu
(fig. 2).

Fig. 1 - Nuraghe on Monte Ruju (from http://wikimapia.org/15508906/Nuraghe-Monti-
Ruju#/photo/1148838).



Fig. 2 - Distribution of the Nuraghe in the territory of Luogosanto (Graphic reconstruction by F. Collu).

The villages with a variable number of huts are linked to these megalithic fortresses: a
couple of the most interesting are the ones in Stazzi Naracheddu and in Monti Ruju. The

latter underwent an archaeological dig, that brought to light an area identified as a meet-
ing hut (fig. 3).



Fig. 3 - Nuraghic Village on M. Ruju, meeting hut (from Antona 2004-2005, p. 77).

The typical tomb type of that era is the giants’ tomb, which appears to be documented in
the territory of Luogosanto such as for example Montiggiu de Lu Paladinu near Chivoni -

Stazzo (Farmhouse) Pruncilvunu.

Inhumation burials inside tafoni have been identified in the area of Balaiana and a bronze
statue with a horned helmet and dagger with the hilt on his chest was also found here
(VII-VIl century BC).
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