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Zeuxippus Ware 

Rare and precious ceramic fragments have been unearthed from inside the Palace of 

Baldu and its ruins, produced in Turkish-Islamic areas. 

One of the most precious items in the tower is a Zeuxippus Ware bowl (figs. 1-2), produced 

between the end of the 12th and the 13th century A.D. During digs, a fragment of rim 

was found that shows a decoration scratched with the stick to create a deep groove just 

below the edge, with a dark green line, and a “stylised palm tree with two concentric cir-

cles inside”.   

 
Fig. 1 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: fragment of Zeuxippus Ware (inner surface)  

(photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: fragment of Zeuxippus Ware (external surface)  

(photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

The characteristics of this item allow it to be included in class II, identified by A.H.S. Megaw 

in 1968; this group has a dark green band as decoration, obtained by removing the white 

slipware that covers the inner surface of the vase. The glaze was spread on top that is 

usually cream, while in some points, different colours can be seen.  

This type of ceramics was produced in the Aegean and Greek towns (fig. 3) in spite of the 

fact that the first producer was Constantinople and surrounding areas.  

  
Fig. 3 - Greece, Ilion: fragment (front and back) of Zeuxippus Ware (from http://clas-

sics.uc.edu/troy/grbpottery/html/byz-glazed.html). 
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These specimens reached Sardinia on Pisan or Genoan merchant ships, but currently find-

ings in the Island are still very rare (fig. 4).  

 
Fig. 4 - Geridu, medieval village: fragment of an engraved Zeuxippus Ware bowl 

 (from Milanese, Biccone 2008, p. 136, fig. 7). 
 

Chronology has been determined by ceramic basins used as decorations in the facades of 

some churches in Pisa, in particular those of Santo Stefano extra Moenia and San Michele 

degli Scalzi. Because of the high value and the sophistication of this pottery, its presence 

inside the Palace of Baldu clarifies the high social status of those who spent short or long 

periods in the tower. 
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