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Archaic Graffiti 

Various fragments of ancient graffiti (figs. 1-2) were found in the Palazzo di Baldu com-

plex, dated to the end of the 13th-first half of the 14th century.  

 
Fig. 1 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: fragment of archaic graffiti from Savona (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 2 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: fragments of archaic graffiti from Savona (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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This class of pottery, for use on the table, was produced in the central-northern area of 

the Tyrrhenian from the last quarter of the 12th century and was exported throughout 

the Mediterranean.  

The technique used to make these items were grooves made with the tip of a tool on the 

unfired item, covered by a layer of clear slipware on which the glaze was painted after 

firing. The items were in a wide range of shapes and geometric and plant motif patterns, 

with main colours of yellow and green (fig. 3, see fig. 4).  

 

 
Fig. 3 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: fragments of engraved pottery from Savona patterned with a 

meshed motif (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 4 - Sassari, Vicolo di Via Duomo: fragment of engraved pottery from Savona patterned with a meshed 

motif (XIII century), (from Fiori 2013, p. 67, n. 3). 

 

Graffiti pottery was revived in medieval Italy thanks to imports of similar materials pro-

duced in the Byzantine environment, through the trade by Pisa and Genoa during the 

twelfth century. During the thirteenth century, craftsmen, especially in the towns of Ligu-

ria, took over this technique and created their own decorative motif to meet a growing 

demand.  
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Credits 
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