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Rare and precious ceramic fragments have been unearthed from inside the Palace of

Baldu and room iota (i) which were produced in Turkish-Islamic areas.

They are various fragments of food containers - some of which refer to an urn were found
in a well of room iota - characterized by decorations pressed into the unfired clay with
floral, geometric or pseudo-epigraphic patterns arranged in overlapping registers. The
external surface is faded on the surface without a coating in some items (fig. 1) while in

others covered by a light blue glass (figs 2-3).

Fig. 1 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: fragments of Islamic jars with stamped engraved decoration
(a. photo by F. Pinna; b. photo by Unicity S.p.A.).



Fig. 2 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: stamped and enamelled fragments of transport container
(photo by F. Pinna).

Fig. 3 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: stamped and enamelled fragments of transport container
(photo by Unicity S.p.A.).



These items were produced in Andalusia and Maghreb, between the 12th and 14th cen-
tury and in such regions used to contain water for ritual ablutions: the decorations have

apotropaic and purifying value (fig. 4).

Fig. 4 - Ceramic kit for ablutions (Navarro, Jimenez 2009, p. 697).

Also, the urns, perhaps no longer used, later filled the secondary purpose of containers
for the transport of oil and cereals traded in the routes that joined the producing areas
with the Mediterranean areas of Pisa and Genoa. Once they arrived, they were further re-
used as water tanks, which could have been the case of the container found in the iota

room, south of the Palace of Baldu.



In Sardinia, similar items are extremely rare: an item found during the underwater dig of
the wreck of Cala dell’Olandese was recomposed almost entirely (fig. 5) and can be com-
pared with similar in Sicily, with the urn found at La Cala, the ancient port of Panormo

(Palermo).

Fig. 5 - Sassari, Museum G.A. Sanna: Islamic jar from Alghero, Cala Galera (from https://commons.wikime-
dia.org/wiki/File:Giara_islamica_da_alghero,_cala_galera,_XIll_sec._02.JPG).

This type of pottery is an indicator of the intensification of relations between the Islamic
world and Sardinia between the 12th and 13th centuries: these exchanges were encour-
aged by mediation from Pisa and Genoa merchants, who were the main merchant powers

in the Mediterranean.
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