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Islamic jars 

Rare and precious ceramic fragments have been unearthed from inside the Palace of 

Baldu and room iota (i) which were produced in Turkish-Islamic areas.  

They are various fragments of food containers - some of which refer to an urn were found 

in a well of room iota - characterized by decorations pressed into the unfired clay with 

floral, geometric or pseudo-epigraphic patterns arranged in overlapping registers. The 

external surface is faded on the surface without a coating in some items (fig. 1) while in 

others covered by a light blue glass (figs 2-3).  

 
Fig. 1 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: fragments of Islamic jars with stamped engraved decoration  

(a. photo by F. Pinna; b. photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: stamped and enamelled fragments of transport container  

(photo by F. Pinna). 

 
Fig. 3 - Luogosanto, Palace of Baldu: stamped and enamelled fragments of transport container  

(photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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These items were produced in Andalusia and Maghreb, between the 12th and 14th cen-

tury and in such regions used to contain water for ritual ablutions: the decorations have 

apotropaic and purifying value (fig. 4).  

 
Fig. 4 - Ceramic kit for ablutions (Navarro, Jimenez 2009, p. 697). 

 

Also, the urns, perhaps no longer used, later filled the secondary purpose of containers 

for the transport of oil and cereals traded in the routes that joined the producing areas 

with the Mediterranean areas of Pisa and Genoa. Once they arrived, they were further re-

used as water tanks, which could have been the case of the container found in the iota 

room, south of the Palace of Baldu.  
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In Sardinia, similar items are extremely rare: an item found during the underwater dig of 

the wreck of Cala dell’Olandese was recomposed almost entirely (fig. 5) and can be com-

pared with similar in Sicily, with the urn found at La Cala, the ancient port of Panormo 

(Palermo). 

 
Fig. 5 - Sassari, Museum G.A. Sanna: Islamic jar from Alghero, Cala Galera (from https://commons.wikime-

dia.org/wiki/File:Giara_islamica_da_alghero,_cala_galera,_XIII_sec._02.JPG). 

This type of pottery is an indicator of the intensification of relations between the Islamic 

world and Sardinia between the 12th and 13th centuries: these exchanges were encour-

aged by mediation from Pisa and Genoa merchants, who were the main merchant powers 

in the Mediterranean.  
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Deepening card edited by Dr. Claudia Cocco and Dr. Francesca Collu 

 

Bibliographic abbreviations 
Albisola XLV Atti del XLV Convegno internazionale della ceramica. Navi, 

relitti e porti: il commercio marittimo della ceramica medie-

vale e postmedievale: (Savona, 25-26 maggio 2012), Al-

benga 2013. 

BERTI, GELICHI  1995 G. BERTI, S. GELICHI, Le anforette pisane: note su un contenitore 

in ceramica tardo-medievale, in AM, XXII, pp. 191-240. 

CNAM VI F. REDI, A. FORGIONE (a cura di), VI Congresso Nazionale di Ar-

cheologia Medievale, (L'Aquila, 12-15 settembre 2012), 

Borgo S. Lorenzo 2012.  

FATIGHENTI 2013 B. FATIGHENTI, I contenitori da trasporto a Pisa come indicatori 

delle rotte commerciali mediterranee, in Albisola XLV, pp. 35-

41. 

GALASSO 1997 M. GALASSO, Rinvenimenti archeologici subacquei in Sardegna 

sud-occidentale e nord-occidentale. Atti del Convegno nazio-

nale di archeologia subacquea, Bari 1997, pp.121-133. 

MARTORELLI 2007 R. MARTORELLI, La ceramica del periodo bizantino e medie-

vale, in Ceramiche. Storia, linguaggio, prospettive, Nuoro 

2007, pp. 75-87. 

Moriscos 

 

M. F. PORCELLA, M. SERRELI, Moriscos. Echi della presenza e della 

cultura islamica in Sardegna. Catalogo della mostra, Cagliari 

1993. 

 

◼ 

◼ 



 
 

 
7 

NAVARRO, JIMENEZ 

2009 

J. NAVARRO PALAZÓN, P. JIMÉNEZ CASTILLO, La cerámica andalusí 

de Murcia a la llegada de Alfonso X, in Alfonso X y su época. 

Catálogo de la exposición celebrada en Murcia, Murcia 2009, 

pp. 695-704. 

PINNA 2005 F. PINNA, Organizzazione spaziale e relazioni commerciali di 

un abitato medievale della Gallura. Nota sugli scavi archeolo-

gici nell'area del Palazzo di Baldu (Luogosanto), in Les Habi-

tats insulaires à l’èpoque medievale en Mediterranée, Rela-

tion, èchanges, et coopèration en Mediterranée. Actes du 

128e Congrés national des sociètès historiques et scienti-

fiques (Bastia, 14-21 aprile 2003), Études Corses, 60, 2005, pp. 

85-103. 

PINNA 2008 F. PINNA, Archeologia del territorio in Sardegna. La Gallura tra 

tarda antichità e medioevo, Cagliari 2008. 

PINNA 2010 F. PINNA, Le testimonianze archeologiche relative ai rapporti 

tra gli Arabi e la Sardegna nel medioevo, in RiMe, 4, 2010, pp. 

11-37. 

PINNA 2012 F. PINNA, La rete insediativa medievale della Sardegna nord-

orientale: stato degli studi, nuovi dati archeologici e prospet-

tive di ricerca, in CNAM VI, pp. 436-441. 

PINNA, CORDA a c.d.s F. PINNA, D. CORDA, Scambi e circuiti commerciali nella Sarde-

gna medievale: dati archeologici dal Palazzo di Baldu (Luo-

gosanto, Olbia-Tempio), in B.S.S.H.N.C., 2014, pp. 748-749. 

TUSA 2005 S. TUSA, Fattibilità dei parchi e itinerari archeologici subacquei 

nella Sicilia occidentale, in S. TUSA (a cura di), Il mare delle 

Egadi. Storia, itinerari e parchi archeologici subacquei, Pa-

lermo 2005. pp. 111-152. 



 
 

 
8 

 

Periodicals and magazines 
AM Archeologia Medievale, cultura materiale, insediamenti, ter-

ritorio, Firenze, I, 1973 e ss. 

B.S.S.H.N.C Bulletin de la Société des sciences historiques et naturelles de 

la Corse, Bastia, I, 1881 e ss. 

RiMe Rivista dell’Istituto di Storia dell’Europa Mediterranea (CNR) 

I, 2008 e ss. 

 

 

◼ 



 
 
 

UNIONE EUROPEA 

REPUBBLICA ITALIANA 


