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Flat-bottomed cups 

During the Nuragic Age on Monte Idda, there was a nuraghe with a village next to it, of 

which only a few remains still exist. Archaeological searches have recovered a lot of pot-

tery referring to the period between the 16th and 13th century B.C. 

The carenated cups are terracotta containers used daily, normally with a handle and used 

to drink. Items of this type (fig. 1) were found in the entire area of the monument and 

differ in the position of the carenated bottom (sharp edge or just visible, or visible only 

on outside) and the height and shape of the neck (almost vertical, bending inwards and 

turned to the outside; fig. 2). The cups are modelled by hand, with a very careful finish of 

the details. The handles, when present, are bands (fig. 3); some examples have small grips 

with or without a hole, applied on the carina. One cup is different to the others as it has 

four diametrally opposite grips on the line of the carina, and has bulges on the lower part 

of the outer surface (fig. 4).  

 
Fig. 1 - General examples of carenated cups (from Corda, Frau 2001). 
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Fig. 2 - Carenated beakers from Posada (from Fadda 1984, table 9). 
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Fig. 3 - Carenated singe handle beaker from Nuraghe Pizzinnu, Posada  

(14th-12th century B.C. Photo R.A.S.). 

 
Fig. 4 - Carenated beaker with bulges from Posada (from Fadda 1984, fig. 10). 
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