
 
 

Roman baths of Forum Traiani 
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Milestone  

The Roman road from Cagliari to Porto Torres was one of the island's main roads, as it 

connected  the two ends (fig. 1).  

 

Fig. 1 - The main centres and roads of Roman Sardinia. In green the road to Karalibus Turrem  
(from Cagliari to Porto Torres); in red Forum Traiani (from Mastino 2005, p. 340, re-worked by  C. 

Tronchetti). 
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Milestones were placed along the most important roads; stones with the name of the 

road and the distance from the closest habitat. They often mentioned maintenance works 

and the magistrates who had them done. 

The milestone, found around 1820 near Fordongianus (figs. 2-3), had been positioned by 

Marco Elio Vitale, praeses (governor) of the province, already known for another inscrip-

tion found in Olbia. 

 

Fig. 2 - Milestone positioned by the praeses Marco Elio Vitale in  282-283 A.D.  
(photo by N. Monari, RAS Archives). 
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Fig. 3 - Milestone positioned by the praeses Marco Elio Vitale in  282-283 A.D.  
(photo by N. Monari, RAS Archives). 
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The inscription, not found intact, holds the dedication to the Emperor Marco Aurelius 

Caro (282-283 A.D.) and to his two sons Carino (283-285 A.D.) and Numerian (283-284 

A.D.), which allows us to date the stone to the years 282-283 A.D. 

 

[Imp(eratori) Caes(ari)] / [M(arco) Aurelio Caro] / Pio fel(ici) 

invic[toAug(usto)] / et M(arco) Aurelio Ca[rin]o / [no]b(ilissimo) 

Caes(ari) princ(ipi) iub(entutis) / [et] M(arco) Aurelio / Numeriano / 

nobilissimo Caes(ari) / [c]urante M(arco) (A)elio Vitale / 

[p(erfectissimo)] v(iro), praes(ide) provinci(a)e / Sardini(a)e. 

 

The the Emperor Cesare Marco Aurelius Caro Pio happy 

Invincible Augustus and Marco Aurelius Carino noble 

Caesar prince of youth and Marco Aurelius Numerian 

Noble Caesar. By Marco Aurelius Vitale 

Perfect man, governor of the province of Sardinia 
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Credits 
Deepening card edited by Dr. Carlo Tronchetti 
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