
 
 
 

Archaeological area of Mount Sirai 



 
 

 
2 

Nuragic and native tradition materials 
 

Investigation on Monte Sirai showed that the Phoenicians settled on a site already occu-

pied since ancient times.  There are traces of domus de janas from the late Neolithic age, 

partly re-used between the hypogeum necropolis and the tophet, and the elements of 

Monte Claro culture, typical of the Copper Age, linked to pieces of square walls and un-

mistakable items. One vase of an extremely ancient culture (dating back to two thousand 

years before the Phoenicians, in the third millennium B.C!) stands out, found in tomb 207 

(fig. 1) part of the ancient necropolis:  it is for the burial of a native or more likely, an 

ancient tomb, saved and incorporated in the times of the set up of the Phoenician necro-

polis.    

There are several items from the Nuragic age: in addition to the lost wax bronze statue 

portraying a dog, found in the temple of Astarte together with the bronze figure of the 

lyre player, not far from the pre-existing Nuragic tower and probably connected to it, 

there are also several paste pottery items, that can be traced to  Nuragic techniques  

 

 

Figs. 1, 2 - Monte Claro vase from tomb 207 (BOTTO 2014, fig. 7); container with bent handles from the 
southern sector of the acropolis (GUIRGUIS 2013, fig. 4). 
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and traditions, often shaped into new types that would seem to indicate the merging of 

Nuragic and Phoenician elements. Important examples come from the nearby Sirai nura-

ghe, such as the tray from tomb 32 (fig. 3), associated with Phoenician jugs, a mug (Tomb 

158, fig. 4, c, left), a small amphora from tomb 253 (fig. 4, B),  or the pot with bent handles 

from the southern sector of the acropolis (fig. 2).  

  

 

Figs. 3, 4 -  Nuragic pot from tomb 232 (BARTOLONI 1983, fig. 11, c-d); native local containers of mixed 
culture from tombs 253 and 158 (GUIRGUIS 2012b, fig. 3). 
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