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Older Phoenician Ceramics 
 

There is a very ancient phase of Monte Sirai, the second half of the 8th century BC: as we 

currently know, there are no buildings or tombs dating to this period; however, documen-

tation on findings, in particular pottery, that can be dated to the second half of the 8th 

century BC and the middle of the next century are growing as searches continue, and are 

spread around the area (figs. 1-2).  

 
 

 
Figs. 1, 2 - Forms from the second half of the 8th - mid 7th century B.C. from Monte Sirai (GUIRGUIS, PLA 

ORQUIN 2011, figs. 5-6) and from Sirimagus (FINOCCHI 2005,  fig. 19). 

 

These ceramic items are related to the chronology of other items such as the Nuragic 

bronze statue, the Phoenician bronze statues, and if dated at a late stage, the statue of 

Astarte, or with the nuraghe which was still a meeting place, an expression of a new sett-

lement reality that came about through the meeting of the Sulky Phoenicians and the 

traditional Nuragic world (fig. 3). These are phases that have preceded the items found in 

the Phoenician tombs of the 7th-6th centuries BC. (fig. 4). 
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Figs. 3, 4 - Materials from the temple of Astarte  (GUIRGUIS 2013, figs. 5-6); Phoenician ceramics from the 
end of the 7th - end of the 6th century B.C. From the ancient tombs of Monte Sirai (GUIRGUIS, POMPIANU, 

UNALI 2012 table 17). 
 
 
Generally the typical Phoenician ceramics of these ancient temples are oinochoe, or jugs 

with mushroom edge and various types of lips, often red slip ware, or with shiny red glaze, 

in addition to painted plates, tripods, cups and oil lamps. 
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