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Male bearded protome from the temple of Astarte 
 
A male protome (fig. 1) has been found in the sacellum of the temple of Astarte. The char-

acteristics dates back to a period between the 6th and 5th centuries BC.  

 

 

Fig. 1 - Male bearded protome (from CIASCA 1988, p. 363) 

 

The long beard relates to the head of a large statue relief work known in a tomb in nearby 

Sulci (fig. 2).  
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Fig. 2 - Sulci. Character carved on the pillar. Tomb No. 7 (BERNARDINI 2010, tav. I, 2). 

 

The Monte Sirai protome, that belongs to the rare male type, shows an Ionic influence 

that was mixed with Egyptian-style elements. The hairstyle is made using the typical im-

pressed shell pattern (figs. 3-4).  

Terracotta masks and protomes are generally found in tombs, while they are rarely found 

in sanctuaries.   

 

 

Figs. 3, 4 - Details of the hair ‘a lumachelle’. Monte Sirai; Tharros  (BARRECA  1986, fig. 221)  
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