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Roman houses  

Building work on houses in Tharros was complex and articulate. They are difficult to in-

terpret as it was an entire city, excavated decades ago, when the data found was not rec-

orded. 

The houses were mainly in the western part of the central quarter (fig. 1) and on the east-

ern slop of the hill of San Giovanni (fig. 2). 

 
Fig. 1 - blocks of houses in the central quarter. The black line separates the public area where places of 

worship were located (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).  Reprocessed by C. Tronchetti) 
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Fig. 2 - The housing quarter on the slopes of San Giovanni hill (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

The special geomorphological situation of the land affected the layout of the homes, 

placed on terraces of a steep slope (figs. 3-4), as an obligatory solution for arranging the 

houses. 

 



 
 

 
4 

 

Fig. 3 - Houses on the slope of San Giovanni hill (photo by Unicity S.p.A.) 

 

Fig. 4 - Houses in the central area (photo by Unicity S.p.A.) 
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One study of the maps of houses has brought about the recognition of four main types, 

but many houses exist that cannot currently be placed in one type (figs. 5-7). 

 

Fig. 5 - Type of Roman houses in Tharros (from MARANO 2013) 

 

Fig. 6 - House belonging to type 2 of fig. 5 (photo by Unicity S.p.A.) 
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Fig. 7 - House probably belonging to type 4 of fig. 5 (photo by Unicity S.p.A.) 

Like most dwellings in Roman cities, the houses had a second floor or a gallery paved in 

wood; in some cases, existence is proven by the cavity in the walls, that held the beams 

supporting the floors (fig. 8). 

 

 

Fig. 8 - Roman house; the cavities for the beams supporting the gallery floor can be seen on the back wall  
(photo by Unicity S.p.A.) 
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