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The exterior of the eastern apse 
 
During the Giudicato period, the church of San Saturnino was donated by Pope Urban II, 

by order of the Giudice of Cagliari Constantine, to the monks of St. Victor of Marseille 

who, between 1089 and 1119, restructured it according to pre-Romanesque models. 

The eastern apse (fig. 1), the only surviving part of the entire structure, is devoid of its 

outer coating, but it is presumed to have been divided into five half-frames by semi co-

lumns, of which only the two-colour marble bases in the scarp wall remain. It was built in 

Romanesque style in the 11th century and includes a large-block, isodomic structure (fig. 

2) that is square on the outside and curved inside, interpreted as the original scarsella apse 

by Raffaello Delogu and Tatiana Kirova; however, it may be an even older structure. Also, 

the reuse of part of columns horizontally to the semi-circular base (figs. 3-4) is reminiscent 

of the Constantinople-style room, questioning whether the St Victor apse is not built over 

an older semi-circular one.. 
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Fig. 1 - Exterior of the eastern apse (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - - Detail of the base of the apse (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Marble base of the column in the apse scarp wall (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 4 - Reused elements in the apse scarp wall (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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