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Pilgrim flask (Phoenician Age) 

This term indicates a "pilgrim's flask," i.e. a ceramic travelling canteen which could hold 

water or wine, characterised by a lenticular profile, a short neck and small ring handles 

through which the object could be hanged. 

This ceramic artefact, found in the current historical centre of Posada, has a circular shape 

with a flat cross section on one side and rounded on the other (fig. 1). The flat face has 

plant imprints, probably left by the framework on which it was made or allowed to dry; 

the rest of the body is smooth. The flask has four symmetrical looped holes at the sides of 

the body, of which only one is still integral, while the neck is missing. 

The discovery of this object allows us to hypothesise frequent visits by eastern people to 

the Nuraghic village of Posada during the transition between the Bronze and the Iron 

Ages. In the village of Sant'Imbenia, in a similar context, a pilgrim flask was found in frag-

ments, slightly larger than the one from Posada and with both sides rounded (fig. 2). 

Similar objects were also documented in Oliena (fig. 3), while a bronze miniaturised spec-

imen was found in Borore datable to the Nuraghic Age (fig. 4). 

◼ 
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Fig. 1 - Pilgrim flask from the old town of Posada (from SANCIU 2010 fig. 3). 

Fig. 2 - Pilgrim flask from Sant’Imbenia (from LO SCHIAVO 2000). 
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Fig. 3 - Pilgrim flask from Oliena, village of Ruinas (from FADDA 2006, p. 76, fig. 85). 

Fig. 4 - Miniaturised bronze Pilgrim flask from Borore (from Lo Schiavo 2000). 
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